Chapter One

Origins

Thirteen sisters beside the sea,

(Have a care, my son)
Builded a house called Liberty,
And locked the doors with a stately key;
None should enter it but the free.

(Have a care, my son,)'
STEPHEN VINCKNT BENET: John Brown's Body.

A BRAHAM LINCOLN was born on Feb-
/vruary i$, 1809, at a place called 'Sinking
Spring Farm/ about three miles south of
Hodgen's Mill in Hardin (now La Rue) County,
Kentucky. The time and the place are signifi-
cant. At the time of Lincoln's birth Thomas
Jefferson was within a few weeks of the end of
his time as third President of the United States,
Yet Jefferson's Presidency was to influence the
life of Lincoln. For it was in these years that
there was inaugurated and established that
Democratic party against which Lincoln was to
work and fight throughout his political career
and over which he was at last to be victorious.
The Democratic party claimed Jefferson as its
founder, It stood for the maintenance of the
independence of the individual member states
of the American Union, and for a restricted